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Program Introduction and Overview 
1 pm – 1:30 pm 

David Hickam, MD, MPH 
Program Director 
Assessment of Prevention, Diagnosis, and 
Treatment Options 
PCORI 
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Advisory Panel Topic Selection Process 
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1. Public Input: PCORI received 1,393 
research questions via the Web. 594 related to 
Assessment of Options. 

2. Topic Selection: PCORI staff selected 20 
topics in the Assessment of Options category 
(see Orientation guide).  

3. Panel Review: 20 topic briefs inform 
prioritization based on PCORI research 
criteria.  

4. Board Approval: high-priority topics will be 
considered for funding announcements from 
PCORI. 

Score 

Discuss 

Rank 

Goal: Generate a list of five prioritized topics. 



Discussion of Topic Briefs 
1:30 pm – 3:30 pm 
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Format (12 minutes per topic) 
1. Background (3-5 minutes) 

•  What is the important clinical question? 

•  What are the gaps in current research? 

•  Could research close these gaps? 

2. Discussion (7-10 minutes) 
•  Does the topic meet the 5 PCORI criteria? 



Break 
3:30 PM – 3:45 PM 
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Discussion of Topic Briefs - continued 
3:45 pm – 5:45 pm 
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Format (12 minutes per topic) 
1. Background (3-5 minutes) 

•  What is the important clinical question? 

•  What are the gaps in current research? 

•  Could research close these gaps? 

2. Discussion (7-10 minutes) 
•  Does the topic meet the 5 PCORI criteria? 



Adjourn 
5:45 PM 
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Recap of Day 1: Address 
Questions or Concerns 
8 AM 
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Discussion of Topic Briefs: Review Tabled Items 
8:15 am – 9:15 am 
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Format 
1.  Background  

•  What is the important clinical question? 

•  What are the gaps in current research? 

•  Could research close these gaps? 

2. Discussion  
•  Does the topic meet the 5 PCORI criteria? 



Ranking of All Topics 
9:15 am – 10 am 
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•  Expert Choice 
•  Objectives are the PCORI criteria 
•  Alternatives are the short topic 

titles 
•  Scoring: 5 (high) – 1 (low) 



Break 
10 AM – 10:15 AM 
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Discussion of Future 
Research Directions 
10:15 AM – 12:15 PM 
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Discussion of Top-Tier Topics 
1:15 pm – 2:45 pm 
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•  Did the right questions end 
up in the top 5? 

•  What’s missing? 



Break 
2:45 PM – 3 PM 
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Final Selection of Top-Tier Topics 
3 pm – 3:15 pm 
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•  Survey Gizmo 
•  Rank top-tier items 
•  1 (top priority) to 5 (lowest 

priority) 



Break 
3:15 PM – 3:30 PM 
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Conclusions and Next 
Steps 
3:30 PM – 4 PM 
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Adjourn 
4 PM 
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